A Childhood on Hold: The Crisis Facing Displaced Children in Bidi-bidi

Bidi-bidi refugee settlement-one of the largest in the world, it is home to over 270,000 refugees from
South Sudan and Congo. Once a symbol of safety and hope, Bidi-bidi has become a place where
childhood is quietly slipping away. Here, children face daily battles for survival, dignity, and education.

some have lost their parents to war or separation. Others live with guardians who are overwhelmed
and unable to meet even the most basic needs. Some parents are still alive, but they receive little or
no support from humanitarian partners. This means they cannot provide for their children-not even the
essentials like food, soap, sanitary towels or school dues.

At ICSS, a refugee-led organization, we are taking small but meaningful steps to restore hope. In our
modest child-friendly space, we gather children each day for stories and songs offering psychosocial
support and a moment of joy. But we are stretched thin. We watch helplessly as children look to us for
help, we can no longer afford to give.

We call upon the support of well-wishers across the world. Not another girl should drop out of school.
Not another child should go to bed hungry. Together, we can contribute to a decent childhood for
children fleeing conflict, children whose lives have already been shaped by trauma and loss.

Basic Needs Are Out of Reach

Sanitary towels, detergent, and clothes are unavailable to most families.

Girls miss school during their menstrual cycles, leading to shame, dropout, and vulnerability.
Children wear torn uniforms or none at all, and many walk barefoot across rocky terrains.
Food-we offer a pack of juice and at most with a small biscuit for the all day-This almost can not
sustain a child the entire day. And sometimes we offer nothing!

Education Is Slipping Away

e School dues are unaffordable, and PTA contributions are impossible for most families.

e Children aged 13-14 are dropping out to work in dangerous mines or construction sites.

e Some girls are forced into transactional relationships just to afford school supplies, exposing them
to exploitation and early pregnancy.

Play and Protection Are Fading

e Child-friendly spaces are worn down, with broken play materials and no first aid kits.
e Music equipment for healing and training is missing.
e Children with disabilities lack functioning wheelchairs and safe spaces to thrive.

Livelihoods and Hope Are Scarce

e Parents, stressed and traumatized, often turn to alcohol, leaving children neglected.
e Young girls are running small businesses to support their families, sacrificing their education and
safety.

What We Urgently Need

School fees and uniforms

Sanitary towels and hygiene kits

Detergents, sandals, and clothing

Renovation of child-friendly spaces and play materials
Support for children with disabilities



What Your Donation Can Do - ltem by Item

¢ Smearing Oil
€2.50 provides one child with smearing oil for a month.
o Detergent & Soap
€5 provides one child with detergent and soap for a month.
e Sanitary Towels
€1.25 provides one girl with sanitary towels for a month.
e Shoes
€12.50 buys one pair of shoes for a child.
e Clothing (2-4 pcs)
€12.50 provides one child with second-hand clothing.
¢ Uniforms
€25 provides one child with a full school uniform.
e Primary School Dues
€25 covers one term of primary school dues for one child.
e Secondary School Dues
€45 covers one term of secondary school dues for one child.
¢ Feeding
€3.70 feeds one child for one day.
e Wheelchairs
€125 provides one child with a wheelchair.
¢ Renovation of Play Centre
€500 renovates one child-friendly play centre.

We aim at impacting lives of 500 or even more children. 200 boys and 300 girls! Let us do it together.

These children are not statistics. They are dreams waiting to be nurtured. They are futures waiting to
be built. With your help, we can restore their right to learn, play, and grow in safety.

Let’s stand with Bidi-bidi’s children. Let’s give them the future they deserve.

By Esther Atem



