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Menominee 
Reservation
- Biodiverse
- Lush
- Vibrant with life



A place that 
demonstrates the 
collaboration 
between humans and  
non-humans



Land of the Menominee

- Originally: 10 million acre homeland
- No migration story: this is where we were born, 

this is who we are
- Through the 1800s, treaties eroded our territory 

down from its original size

Map: UW Stevens Point



Land of the Menominee (continued)

- Current home of the Menominee
- Approximately 235,000 acres

- 219,000 of this is densely forested
- The forest density is so stark that you can easily 

identify the boundaries from aerial photographs



Photo: weather.com



"Start with the rising sun and work toward 
the setting sun, but take only the mature 
trees, the sick trees, and the trees that have 
fallen. When you reach the end of the 
reservation, turn and cut from the setting 
sun to the rising sun and the trees will last 
forever."
- Chief Oshkosh (1795 - 1858)



1871 - 1890: 100 million board feet, 
following those guidelines



Termination Era

1954: Cash assets: $10mil (over 
$95mil by today’s dollars)
1954: Menominee Termination 
Act signed
1964: Cash assets: $300,000

Photo: Wisconsin Historical Society



Restoration and Rebuilding

1973: Restored to federal 
recognition

1988: Indian Gaming Act

1993: College of Menominee 
Nation and Sustainable 
Development Institute chartered

Photo: Wisconsin Historical Society



New opportunities, new 
problems

- Everyone is coming back, but how 
many can we support?

- MTE gaining recognition for 
forestry

- Everyone wants to know about the 
forest

Photo: Wisconsin Historical Society



Ho w  do  w e build  things  that 
las t? 

- Iterativ e, ev er-ev o lv ing
- Intergenerational
- Built on indigeno us  know ledge
- T rans ferable, scalable

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Iterativ, sich ständig weiterentwickelndGenerationsübergreifendAufbauend auf einheimischem WissenÜbertragbar, skalierbar



Menominee Theoretical Model 
of Sustainability

- Land and Sovereignty
- Natural Environment (including 

humans)
- Institutions
- Technology
- Economics
- Human Activities, Perceptions, 

and Behaviors



Menominee Theoretical Model of 
Sustainability
- Intended to make the lessons of the 

Menominee forest teachable
- Community-focused model, rooted in 

indigenous decision-making processes of 
consensus

- Holistic approach beyond triple bottom 
line

- Rooted in real world experiences, asks 
real world questions

- Bridges the past with the future

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Die Lehren aus dem Menominee-Wald sollen lehrbar gemacht werdenAuf die Gemeinschaft ausgerichtetes Modell, das in indigenen Entscheidungsfindungsprozessen des Konsenses verwurzelt istGanzheitlicher Ansatz jenseits der Triple Bottom LineVerwurzelt in den Erfahrungen der realen Welt, stellt Fragen der realen WeltVerbindet die Vergangenheit mit der Zukunft



Land and Sovereignty
- Relates back to the collective ownership 

of the Menominee reservation and forest, 
as well as to the fight for self-
determination

- Where is the locus of decision-making 
power in a community? 

- Does a community have the “right” or 
legal ability to make decisions for itself? 



Natural Environment
- Relates to our commitment and inherent 

responsibility to the land and water, to be 
good relatives, and to our place as a part 
of nature

- What is the relationship with the natural 
environment and with place? 

- Is it about “natural resources” or is there 
more to it than that? 



Institutions
- The College, MTE, MTL and others all play 

important roles in the community and are 
a part of the way that the community 
expresses its self-determination

- What are the processes and entities that 
hold power in a community? 

- How are decisions implemented?



Technology
- The Menominee sawmill as a 

technological accomplishment, as well as 
the College’s training programs, solar 
energy, etc., which allow us the practical 
means to implement plans

- What technology exists to help implement 
plans? 

- Does that technology strengthen or 
impede?

- Does it strengthen relationship with place 
or weaken it?



Economics
- Financial stability (and loss of it) is a big 

factor in our decision-making, often 
equates to power

- Often determines the practical limits of 
self-determination

- Does that community have the self-
sufficiency and economic health to 
execute plans and keep them going into 
the future?



Human Activities, Perceptions and 
Behaviors
- The value of the Menominee forest and 

land, of Menominee identity, relationships 
and responsibilities, and the belief in 
keeping things safe for the future 
generations

- What are the values, ethics and 
knowledges that determine what 
“sustainability” looks like? 



Menominee Theoretical Model of 
Sustainability
- Center: autocthony
- Relationships are dynamic and in 

perpetual evolution
- Special focus is given to areas of tension, 

especially between more than two 
dimensions
- Tension can be negative but it can 

also help the creative process



Other Applications
- Committee Formation and Selection
- Research: Use model to better 

understand topics
- Ex. Sugar Maple and Climate

- What does sugar maple do for 
the forest?

- What technology do we have to 
protect sugar maple?

- What economic impact does 
maple syrup have?

- Traditions, Sovereignty



Other Applications
Use the model to think about your own 
community and/or your own work.
- What is the relationship with the 

land? 
- Who are the institutions in your 

community and what do they do?
- What are the economic influences 

there?

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Verwenden Sie das Modell, um über Ihre eigene Gemeinschaft und/oder Ihre eigene Arbeit nachzudenken.Wie ist die Beziehung zum Land? Wer sind die Institutionen in Ihrer Gemeinde und was tun sie?Welches sind die wirtschaftlichen Einflüsse dort?



Relevance to SDGs
15.2:

By 2020, promote the implementation of 
sustainable management of all types of 
forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded 
forests and substantially increase 
afforestation and reforestation globally.



Additional Information:
“Sustainable development education, practice, and 
research: an indigenous model of sustainable 
development at the College of Menominee Nation, 
Keshena, WI, USA” - M. Dockry, K. Hall, W. Van Lopik, 
C. Caldwell: Available on Springer

“Indigenous Sustainability at College of Menominee 
Nation” - C. Caldwell, Tribal College Journal

Camp 8 Podcast - University of Minnesota, M. Dockry
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